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(57) ABSTRACT

An electronic device may include a main system that can
operate in a normal state and an energy-saving state, a data
retaining unit that stores data, and a subsystem that may
execute transmission and reception of data to and from an
external apparatus. While the main system is in the energy-
saving state, if the subsystem receives main dedicated spe-
cific data of pieces of main dedicated data required to be
processed by the main system, the subsystem may store the
main dedicated specific data. While the main system is in the
energy-saving state, if the subsystem receives main dedi-
cated data other than the main dedicated specific data from
an external apparatus, the subsystem may transition the main
system to the normal state and cause the main system to
process the main dedicated specific data stored and the main
dedicated data other than the main dedicated specific data.
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DATA
0ID

TYPE VALUE
1.3.6.1.2.1.2.2.1. 1. 1 INTEGER 1
1.2.6.1.2.1.2.2.1. 2.1 STRING eth0
1.3.6.1.2.1.2.2.1. 3.1 INTEGER 6
1.2.6.1.2.1.2.2.1. 4.1 INTEGER 1500
1.3.6.1.2.1.2.2.1.5. 1 Gauge32 0

Fig. 2
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1
ELECTRONIC DEVICE THAT PROCESSES
DATA RECEIVED FROM AN EXTERNAL
APPARATUS

REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a divisional application of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 14/529,256, filed in the United States
Patent and Trademark Office on Oct. 31, 2014, which is
based upon and claims the benefit of priority from the
corresponding Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-
227427, filed in the Japan Patent Office on Oct. 31, 2013, the
entire contents of which are incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

FIELD

The present disclosure relates to an electronic device
including a main system that has a normal state and an
energy-saving state in which less energy is consumed than
that in the normal state, and a subsystem that executes
transmission and reception of data to and from an external
apparatus.

BACKGROUND

Atypical electronic device may include a normal state and
an energy-saving state in which less energy is consumed
than that in the normal state. When a subsystem receives
main dedicated data to be processed by the main system in
the energy-saving state from an external apparatus, the
typical electronic device transitions the main system to the
normal state.

SUMMARY

An electronic device according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure includes a main system, a data retaining
unit, a network communication unit, and a subsystem. The
main system operates in (i) a normal state or (ii) an energy
saving state, where energy consumed by the electronic
device in the energy-saving state is less than energy con-
sumed by the electronic device in the normal state. The data
retaining unit stores data. The network communication unit
communicates with an external apparatus. The subsystem
performs a set of operations. The operations include receiv-
ing, via the network communication unit, a packet from an
external apparatus. The operations also include providing
the received packet to the main system to process the
received packet. The operations further include receiving a
response packet generated by the main system as a result of
processing the received packet. Additionally, the operations
include, upon receiving the response packet, transmitting the
response packet to the external apparatus via the network
communication unit. Further, the operations include deter-
mining whether the transmitted response packet corresponds
to main dedicated specific data. The operations also include,
based on determining that the transmitted response packet
does not correspond to main dedicated specific data, storing
response generation information associated with the trans-
mitted response packet in the data retaining unit. The
operations yet further include determining whether the trans-
mitted response packet corresponds to a command to tran-
sition the main system from the normal state to the energy
saving state. In addition, the operations include, based on
determining that the transmitted response packet corre-
sponds to a command to transition the main system from the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

normal state to the energy saving state, transitioning the
main system from the normal state to the energy saving state.

A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
may have stored thereon instructions that, upon execution by
at least one processor, perform a set of operations. The
operations include receiving, via the network communica-
tion unit, a packet from an external apparatus. The opera-
tions also include providing the received packet to the main
system to process the received packet. The operations fur-
ther include receiving a response packet generated by the
main system as a result of processing the received packet.
Additionally, the operations include, upon receiving the
response packet, transmitting the response packet to the
external apparatus via the network communication unit.
Further, the operations include determining whether the
transmitted response packet corresponds to main dedicated
specific data. The operations also include, based on deter-
mining that the transmitted response packet does not corre-
spond to main dedicated specific data, storing response
generation information associated with the transmitted
response packet in the data retaining unit. The operations yet
further include determining whether the transmitted
response packet corresponds to a command to transition the
main system from the normal state to the energy saving state.
In addition, the operations include, based on determining
that the transmitted response packet corresponds to a com-
mand to transition the main system from the normal state to
the energy saving state, transitioning the main system from
the normal state to the energy saving state.

A method according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure involves performing a set of operations. The
operations include receiving, via the network communica-
tion unit, a packet from an external apparatus. The opera-
tions also include providing the received packet to the main
system to process the received packet. The operations fur-
ther include receiving a response packet generated by the
main system as a result of processing the received packet.
Additionally, the operations include, upon receiving the
response packet, transmitting the response packet to the
external apparatus via the network communication unit.
Further, the operations include determining whether the
transmitted response packet corresponds to main dedicated
specific data. The operations also include, based on deter-
mining that the transmitted response packet does not corre-
spond to main dedicated specific data, storing response
generation information associated with the transmitted
response packet in the data retaining unit. The operations yet
further include determining whether the transmitted
response packet corresponds to a command to transition the
main system from the normal state to the energy saving state.
In addition, the operations include, based on determining
that the transmitted response packet corresponds to a com-
mand to transition the main system from the normal state to
the energy saving state, transitioning the main system from
the normal state to the energy saving state.

Additional features and advantages are described herein,
and will be apparent from the following detailed description
and the figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

All drawings are intended to illustrate some aspects and
examples of the present disclosure. The drawings described
are only schematic and are non-limiting, and are not neces-
sarily drawn to scale.
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FIG. 1 illustrates the configuration of a multifunction
peripheral (MFP) according to an embodiment of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of an SNMP response
generation information table illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 illustrates operations performed by a subsystem
illustrated in FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 illustrates operations following the operations
illustrated in FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 illustrates operations following the operations
illustrated in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 illustrates operations performed by a main system
if the main system returns to a normal state based on an
instruction from the subsystem; and

FIG. 7 illustrates operations performed by the main sys-
tem if the main system returns to the normal state due to a
cause other than an instruction from the subsystem.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Various embodiments are described below with reference
to the figures. It should be understood, however, that numer-
ous variations from the depicted arrangements and functions
are possible while remaining within the scope and spirit of
the claims. For instance, one or more elements may be
added, removed, combined, distributed, substituted, re-po-
sitioned, re-ordered, and/or otherwise changed. Further,
where this description refers to one or more functions being
implemented on and/or by one or more devices, one or more
machines, and/or one or more networks, it should be under-
stood that one or more of such entities could carry out one
or more of such functions by themselves or in cooperation,
and may do so by application of any suitable combination of
hardware, firmware, and/or software. For instance, one or
more processors may execute one or more sets of program-
ming instructions as at least part of carrying out one or more
of the functions described herein.

An embodiment of the present disclosure will be
described below with reference to the drawings.

First, the configuration of a multifunction peripheral
(MFP) serving as an electronic device according to the
embodiment will be described.

FIG. 1 illustrates the configuration of an MFP 10 accord-
ing to the embodiment.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the MFP 10 includes an operation
unit 11, a display unit 12, a scanner 13, a printer 14, a
facsimile communication unit 15, a network communication
unit 16, an intermediate buffer 17, a main system 20, and a
subsystem 30. The operation unit 11 is an input device,
which may include one or more buttons, through which a
user inputs various operations. The display unit 12 is a
device, such as a liquid crystal display (LCD), which
displays various pieces of information. The scanner 13 is a
device that scans an image from a document. The printer 14
is a device that executes printing on a recording medium,
such as paper. The facsimile communication unit 15 is a
device that performs facsimile communication with an
external facsimile apparatus via a communication line, such
as a public telephone line. The network communication unit
16 is a device that performs communication with an external
apparatus over a network, such as a local area network
(LAN) or the Internet. The intermediate buffer 17 is a
storage device, such as a random access memory (RAM), an
electrically erasable programmable read only memory (EE-
PROM), or a hard disk drive (HDD). The main system 20
controls the entire MFP 10, including the various units
connected to main system 20. The subsystem 30 executes
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4

transmission and reception of data to and from an external
apparatus via the network communication unit 16.

The intermediate buffer 17 is a storage device for storing
data to be input from the subsystem 30 to the main system
20, and may be the same as or similar to a data retaining unit
of the present disclosure.

The main system 20 may include, among other states, a
normal state and an energy-saving state in which less energy
is consumed than that in the normal state. The main system
20 can make a transition from the normal state to the
energy-saving state and a return from the energy-saving state
to the normal state over a certain period of time (for
example, 1 millisecond to 10 milliseconds).

The main system 20 includes a storage unit 21, a control
unit 22, and a power supply unit 23. The storage unit 21 is
a non-volatile storage device, such as an EEPROM or HDD,
which stores various pieces of data. The control unit 22
controls, among other units of MFP 10, the entire main
system 20. The power supply unit 23 supplies power to each
unit of the main system 20.

The control unit 22 includes, for example, a central
processing unit (CPU), a read-only memory (ROM) that
may store a program and various pieces of data, and a RAM
that may be used as a work area for the CPU. The CPU
executes a program stored in the ROM.

The subsystem 30 may receive, in response to requesting
information from external apparatus, information request
data from that external apparatus via the network commu-
nication unit 16. The information request data may be in
form of information request packets that comply with certain
communication protocols (e.g. address resolution protocol
(ARP) or simple network management protocol (SNMP)).
In addition, the system 30 may transmit response data to an
external apparatus via the network communication unit 16
upon receiving the information request data. The response
data may be in the form of response packets that comply
with certain communication protocols (e.g. ARP or SNMP).

The subsystem 30 includes a storage unit 31 and a control
unit 32. The storage unit 31 is a storage device, such as an
EEPROM or HDD, which stores various pieces of data. The
control unit 32 controls the entire subsystem 30.

The storage unit 31 may store ARP response generation
information 31a and an SNMP response generation infor-
mation table 315. The ARP response generation information
31a represents response generation information used for
generating a response packet to an ARP information request
packet. The SNMP response generation information table
3154 contains response generation information used for gen-
erating a response packet to an SNMP information request
packet. Furthermore, the storage unit 31 can store response
generation information used for generating response packets
to information request packets of various communication
protocols in addition to the ARP and the SNMP.

The ARP response generation information 31a is com-
posed of an Internet protocol (IP) address of the MFP 10 and
a media access control (MAC) address (Ethernet (registered
trademark) address) of the MFP 10.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the SNMP response
generation information table 3164.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, the SNMP response generation
information table 315 contains combinations of object iden-
tifiers (OIDs) and data associated with each OID. The OID
represents an identifier for identifying an object (e.g. an
object that includes individual management information)
stored in a management information base (MIB) in the
SNMP. Each combination of an OID and data may be
referred to herein as “response generation information.”
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Data is composed of a type, such as INTEGER (an integer
type) or STRING (a character string type), and a value, such
as “1” or “eth0”.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, the storage unit 31 may store
response packet determination information 31¢ and main
dedicated specific packet determination information 31d.
The control unit 32 may determine, based on the response
packet determination information 31¢, whether or not a
response packet provided to the control unit 32 from the
main system 20 is a main dedicated packet. The control unit
32 may also determine, based on the main dedicated specific
packet determination information 31d, whether or not a
response packet provided to the control unit 32 from the
main system 20 is a specific type of main dedicated packet.

Here, the main dedicated packet is, for example, a packet
containing a large amount of data.

Furthermore, the main dedicated specific packet is, for
example, a main dedicated packet for which a timeout period
that elapses before a response is made is long. A main
dedicated packet has been determined, based on a commu-
nication protocol specification, to be a main dedicated
packet for which a timeout period that elapses before a
response is made is long, or not to be the main dedicated
packet. Thus, the main dedicated specific packet determi-
nation information 31d may be information containing a
communication protocol for determining that a main dedi-
cated packet is a main dedicated specific packet.

In addition, the storage unit 31 can store a main dedicated
specific packet storage time 31e representing a time at which
a main dedicated specific packet has been stored in the
intermediate buffer 17.

The control unit 32 includes, for example, a CPU, a ROM
that stores a program and various pieces of data, and a RAM
that is used as a work area for the CPU. The CPU executes
a program stored in the ROM.

Next, operations performed by the MFP 10 will be
described.

FIG. 3 is a flowchart illustrating operations performed by
the subsystem 30. FIG. 4 illustrates operations following the
operations illustrated in FIG. 3. FIG. 5 illustrates operations
following the operations illustrated in FIG. 4.

When the MFP 10 is activated, the control unit 32 of the
subsystem 30 starts the operations illustrated in FIGS. 3 to
5. At a point in time when the MFP 10 is activated, each unit
has been supplied with power by the power supply unit 23,
and the main system 20 is in the normal state.

As illustrated in FIGS. 3 to 5, the control unit 32 of the
subsystem 30 determines whether or not a packet has been
received from an external apparatus via the network com-
munication unit 16 (S101).

When the control unit 32 determines that a packet has
been received from an external apparatus in S101, the
control unit 32 outputs the received packet to the main
system 20 (S102).

Here, when the packet output from the subsystem 30 is
input, the control unit 22 of the main system 20 processes the
input packet. Then, when the packet input from the subsys-
tem 30 is an information request packet and the control unit
22 generates a response packet to the information request
packet, the control unit 22 outputs the generated response
packet to the subsystem 30. The control unit 22 sets a source
of the information request packet as a destination of the
response packet.

When the control unit 32 of the subsystem 30 determines
that no packet has been received from an external apparatus
in S101, or when the process of S102 ends, the control unit
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6

32 determines whether or not the response packet output
from the main system 20 has been input (S103).

When the control unit 32 determines that the response
packet has been input from the main system 20 in S103, the
control unit 32 transmits the response packet input from the
main system 20 to the external apparatus via the network
communication unit 16 (S104).

Subsequently, the control unit 32 determines, based on the
response packet determination information 31¢ stored on the
storage unit 31, whether or not the response packet trans-
mitted in S104 is a response packet to a main dedicated
packet (S105).

When the control unit 32 determines that the response
packet is not a response packet to a main dedicated packet
in S105, the control unit 32 causes the storage unit 31 to
store response generation information based on the response
packet transmitted in S104 (S106).

For example, if the response packet transmitted in S104 is
an ARP response packet, the control unit 32 causes the
storage unit 31 to store, as the ARP response generation
information 31a, an IP address and a MAC address of a
source that are contained in the response packet. Further-
more, if the response packet transmitted in S104 is an SNMP
response packet, the control unit 32 causes the storage unit
31 to store, as one of pieces of response generation infor-
mation in the SNMP response generation information table
31b, an OID, and the type and a value of data for the OID
that are contained in the response packet.

When the control unit 32 determines that the response
packet has not been input from the main system 20 in S103
or determines that the response packet is a response packet
to a main dedicated packet in S105, or when the process of
S106 ends, the control unit 32 determines whether or not a
command for a transition to the energy-saving state has been
input from the main system 20 (S107).

As described later, if a specific condition is satisfied, for
example, if a specific state in which, for example, no
operation is input via the operation unit 11 continues for not
less than a certain time period, the control unit 22 of the
main system 20 performs a self-refresh process of migrating
data stored in the RAM of the control unit 22 to the storage
unit 21, and then outputs a command for a transition to the
energy-saving state to the subsystem 30.

When the control unit 32 of the subsystem 30 determines
that a command for a transition to the energy-saving state
has not been input from the main system 20 in S107, the
control unit 32 executes the process of S101.

When the control unit 32 determines that a command for
a transition to the energy-saving state has been input from
the main system 20 in S107, the control unit 32 causes the
power supply unit 23 of the main system 20 to end supplying
power to each unit of the main system 20 and thereby
transitions the main system 20 from the normal state to the
energy-saving state (S108).

Subsequently, the control unit 32 determines whether or
not a notification of a return to the normal state has been
provided from the main system 20 (S131).

Here, if the main system 20 returns from the energy-
saving state to the normal state due to a cause other than an
instruction from the subsystem 30, the control unit 22 of the
main system 20 notifies the subsystem 30 of a return to the
normal state. A cause other than an instruction from the
subsystem 30 is, for example, an operation for a return from
the energy-saving state to the normal state that is input via
the operation unit 11.

When the control unit 32 of the subsystem 30 determines
that a notification of a return to the normal state has been
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provided from the main system 20 in S131, the control unit
32 deletes a main dedicated specific packet storage time 31e
stored on the storage unit 31 (S132). If no main dedicated
specific packet storage time 31e has been stored on the
storage unit 31 in the process of S132, the control unit 32
ends the process of S132 without performing any operation.

When the process of S132 ends, the control unit 32
executes the process of S101.

When the control unit 32 determines that a notification of
a return to the normal state has not been provided from the
main system 20 in S131, the control unit 32 determines
whether or not a packet has been received from an external
apparatus via the network communication unit 16 (S133).

When the control unit 32 determines that a packet has
been received from an external apparatus in S133, the
control unit 32 determines, based on the response generation
information stored on the storage unit 31, whether or not the
received packet is a main dedicated packet (S134). That is,
when the control unit 32 determines, based on the response
generation information stored on the storage unit 31, that the
subsystem 30 can generate a response packet to the packet
determined to have been received from an external apparatus
in S133, the control unit 32 determines that the received
packet is not a main dedicated packet. On the other hand,
when the control unit 32 determines, based on the response
generation information stored on the storage unit 31, that the
subsystem 30 cannot generate a response packet to the
packet determined to have been received from an external
apparatus in S133, the control unit 32 determines that the
received packet is a main dedicated packet. Here, if response
generation information that is appropriate to both a com-
munication protocol of the packet determined to have been
received from an external apparatus in S133 and the content
of the packet has not been stored on the storage unit 31, the
control unit 32 determines that the subsystem 30 cannot
generate a response packet.

For example, if the packet determined to have been
received from an external apparatus in S133 is an ARP
information request packet, the control unit 32 determines,
based on the IP address and the MAC address in the ARP
response generation information 31a, whether or not the
subsystem 30 can generate an ARP response packet to the
information request packet. Furthermore, if the packet deter-
mined to have been received from an external apparatus in
S133 is an SNMP information request packet, the control
unit 32 determines, based on a combination of an OID, and
the type and a value of data in the SNMP response genera-
tion information table 315, whether or not the subsystem 30
can generate an SNMP response packet to the information
request packet.

When the control unit 32 determines that the received
packet is not a main dedicated packet in S134, the control
unit 32 generates, based on the response generation infor-
mation stored on the storage unit 31, a response packet to the
packet determined to have been received from an external
apparatus in S133 (S135). The control unit 32 sets a source
of the packet determined to have been received from an
external apparatus in S133 as a destination of the response
packet.

For example, if the packet determined to have been
received from an external apparatus in S133 is an ARP
information request packet, the control unit 32 generates an
ARP response packet based on the IP address and the MAC
address in the ARP response generation information 31a.
Furthermore, if the packet determined to have been received
from an external apparatus in S133 is an SNMP information
request packet, the control unit 32 generates an SNMP

40

45

50

8

response packet based on a combination of an OID, and the
type and a value of data in the SNMP response generation
information table 315.

When the process of S135 ends, the control unit 32
transmits the response packet generated in S135 to the
external apparatus via the network communication unit 16
(8136).

When the control unit 32 determines that the received
packet is a main dedicated packet in S134, the control unit
32 determines, based on the main dedicated specific packet
determination information 314 stored on the storage unit 31,
whether or not the packet determined to have been received
from an external apparatus in S133 is a main dedicated
specific packet (S137).

When the control unit 32 determines that the packet
determined to have been received from an external apparatus
in S133 is a main dedicated specific packet in S137, the
control unit 32 causes the intermediate buffer 17 to store the
packet (S138).

Subsequently, the control unit 32 determines whether or
not a main dedicated specific packet storage time 31e has
been stored on the storage unit 31 (S139).

When the control unit 32 determines that no main dedi-
cated specific packet storage time 31e has been stored on the
storage unit 31 in S139, the control unit 32 causes the
storage unit 31 to store a current time as a main dedicated
specific packet storage time 31e (S140).

When the control unit 32 determines that the packet
determined to have been received from an external apparatus
in S133 is not a main dedicated specific packet in S137, the
control unit 32 causes the intermediate buffer 17 to store the
packet (S141), and deletes a main dedicated specific packet
storage time 31e stored on the storage unit 31 (S142). If no
main dedicated specific packet storage time 31e has been
stored on the storage unit 31 in the process of S142, the
control unit 32 ends the process of S142 without performing
any operation.

When the process of S142 ends, the control unit 32 causes
the power supply unit 23 of the main system 20 to start
supplying power to each unit of the main system 20 and
thereby returns the main system 20 from the energy-saving
state to the normal state (S143).

When the control unit 32 determines that no packet has
been received from an external apparatus in S133, when the
process of S136 ends, when the control unit 32 determines
that a main dedicated specific packet storage time 31e has
been stored on the storage unit 31 in S139, or when the
process of S140 ends, the control unit 32 determines whether
or not a current time is a time when a specific time period
has elapsed with respect to the main dedicated specific
packet storage time 31e stored on the storage unit 31 (S144).
Here, the specific time period is, for example, a few seconds.
If no main dedicated specific packet storage time 31e has
been stored on the storage unit 31 in the process of S144, the
control unit 32 determines that the specific time period has
not elapsed.

When the control unit 32 determines that the specific time
period has not elapsed in S144, the control unit 32 executes
the process of S131.

When the control unit 32 determines that the specific time
period has elapsed in S144, the control unit 32 executes the
process of S142.

When the process of S143 ends, the control unit 32 of the
subsystem 30 determines whether or not a packet has been
received from an external apparatus via the network com-
munication unit 16 (S161).
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When the control unit 32 determines that a packet has
been received from an external apparatus in S161, the
control unit 32 determines, based on the main dedicated
specific packet determination information 314 stored on the
storage unit 31, whether or not the packet determined to
have been received from an external apparatus in S161 is a
main dedicated specific packet (S162).

When the control unit 32 determines that the packet
determined to have been received from an external apparatus
in S161 is a main dedicated specific packet in S162, the
control unit 32 causes the intermediate buffer 17 to store the
packet (S163).

Subsequently, the control unit 32 determines whether or
not a main dedicated specific packet storage time 31e has
been stored on the storage unit 31 (S164).

When the control unit 32 determines that no main dedi-
cated specific packet storage time 31e has been stored on the
storage unit 31 in S164, the control unit 32 causes the
storage unit 31 to store a current time as a main dedicated
specific packet storage time 31e (S165).

When the control unit 32 determines that the packet
determined to have been received from an external apparatus
in S161 is not a main dedicated specific packet in S162, the
control unit 32 outputs the packet to the main system 20
(S166).

When the control unit 32 determines that no packet has
been received from an external apparatus in S161 or deter-
mines that a main dedicated specific packet storage time 31e
has been stored on the storage unit 31 in S164, or when the
process of S165 or S166 ends, the control unit 32 determines
whether or not a current time is a time when a specific time
period has elapsed with respect to the main dedicated
specific packet storage time 31e stored on the storage unit 31
(S8167). Here, the specific time period is, for example, a few
seconds. If no main dedicated specific packet storage time
31e has been stored on the storage unit 31 in the process of
S167, the control unit 32 determines that the specific time
period has not elapsed.

When the control unit 32 determines that the specific time
period has elapsed in S167, the control unit 32 deletes the
main dedicated specific packet storage time 31e stored on
the storage unit 31 (S168), and outputs the packet stored in
the intermediate buffer 17 to the main system 20 (S169).

When the control unit 32 determines that the specific time
period has not elapsed in S167, or when the process of S169
ends, the control unit 32 executes processes of S170 to S174,
as in the processes of S103 to S107.

When the control unit 32 determines that a command for
a transition to the energy-saving state has not been input
from the main system 20 in S174, the control unit 32
executes the process of S161.

When the control unit 32 determines that a command for
a transition to the energy-saving state has been input from
the main system 20 in S174, the control unit 32 causes the
power supply unit 23 of the main system 20 to end supplying
power to each unit of the main system 20 and thereby
transitions the main system 20 from the normal state to the
energy-saving state (S175), and executes the process of
S131.

FIG. 6 illustrates operations performed by the main sys-
tem 20 if the main system 20 returns to the normal state
based on an instruction from the subsystem 30. That is, when
the control unit 22 of the main system 20 is returned to the
normal state by the process of S143 executed by the sub-
system 30, the control unit 22 executes the operations
illustrated in FIG. 6.
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As illustrated in FIG. 6, the control unit 22 of the main
system 20 restores the data that has been migrated to the
storage unit 21 to its own RAM (S201).

Then, a packet stored in the intermediate buffer 17 is input
to the control unit 22 (S202). A packet to be input in S202
is the packet that has been stored in the intermediate buffer
17 in any of S138, S141, and S163.

Then, the control unit 22 generates a response packet to
the packet input in S202 (S203), and outputs the generated
response packet to the subsystem 30 (S204). A response
packet to be output to the subsystem 30 in S204 is a response
packet on which a determination in S170 is to be made.

Subsequently, the control unit 22 determines whether or
not a packet has been input from the subsystem 30 (S205).
A packet on which a determination as to whether or not it has
been input is to be made in S205 is the packet output by the
subsystem 30 in S166 or S169.

When the control unit 22 determines that a packet has
been input from the subsystem 30 in S205, the control unit
22 generates a response packet to the packet determined to
have been input from the subsystem 30 in S205 (S203).

When the control unit 22 determines that no packet has
been input from the subsystem 30 in S205, the control unit
22 performs a self-refresh process of migrating the data
stored in its own RAM to the storage unit 21 (S206), then
outputs a command for a transition to the energy-saving state
to the subsystem 30 (S207), and ends the operations illus-
trated in FIG. 6. A command for a transition to be output to
the subsystem 30 in S207 is a command for a transition on
which a determination in S174 is to be made.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart illustrating operations performed by
the main system 20 if the main system 20 returns to the
normal state due to a cause other than an instruction from the
subsystem 30.

As illustrated in FIG. 7, the control unit 22 of the main
system 20 restores the data that has been migrated to the
storage unit 21 to its own RAM (S231).

Then, a packet stored in the intermediate buffer 17 is input
to the control unit 22 (S232). A packet to be input in S232
is the packet that has been stored in the intermediate buffer
17 in any of S138, S141, and S163.

Then, the control unit 22 notifies the subsystem 30 of a
return to the normal-state (S233). A notification in S233 is
a notification on which a determination in S131 is to be
made.

Then, the control unit 22 determines whether or not there
has been the packet input in S232 (S234).

When the control unit 22 determines that there has been
the packet in S234, the control unit 22 generates a response
packet to the packet input in S232 (S235), and outputs the
generated response packet to the subsystem 30 (S236). A
response packet to be output to the subsystem 30 in S236 is
a response packet on which a determination in S103 is to be
made.

When the control unit 22 determines that there has not
been the packet in S234, or when the process of S236 ends,
the control unit 22 determines whether or not a packet has
been input from the subsystem 30 (S237). A packet on which
a determination as to whether or not it has been input is to
be made in S237 is the packet output by the subsystem 30
in S102.

When the control unit 22 determines that a packet has
been input from the subsystem 30 in S237, the control unit
22 generates a response packet to the packet determined to
have been input from the subsystem 30 in S237 (S235).

When the control unit 22 determines that no packet has
been input from the subsystem 30 in S237, the control unit
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22 determines whether or not a specific condition for a
transition to the energy-saving state has been satisfied, for
example, whether or not a specific state in which, for
example, no operation is input via the operation unit 11 has
continued for not less than a certain time period (S238).

When the control unit 22 determines that the specific
condition has not been satisfied in S238, the control unit 22
executes the process of S237.

When the control unit 22 determines that the specific
condition has been satisfied in S238, the control unit 22
performs a self-refresh process of migrating the data stored
in its own RAM to the storage unit 21 (S239), then outputs
a command for a transition to the energy-saving state to the
subsystem 30 (S240), and ends the operations illustrated in
FIG. 7. A command for a transition to be output to the
subsystem 30 in S240 is a command for a transition on
which a determination in S107 is to be made.

As described above, while the main system 20 is in the
energy-saving state, if the subsystem 30 receives a main
dedicated specific packet that is specific type data of main
dedicated packets required to be processed by the main
system 20 from an external apparatus, the MFP 10 causes the
subsystem 30 to store the main dedicated specific packet in
the intermediate buffer 17. Then, while the main system 20
is in the energy-saving state, if the subsystem 30 receives a
main dedicated packet other than the main dedicated specific
packet from an external apparatus, the MFP 10 causes the
subsystem 30 to return the main system 20 to the normal
state, and to cause the main system 20 to process the main
dedicated specific packet stored in the intermediate buffer 17
and the main dedicated packet other than the main dedicated
specific packet. Hence, even when the subsystem 30
receives a main dedicated packet required to be processed by
the main system 20 from an external apparatus, if the
received main dedicated packet is a main dedicated specific
packet, the main system 20 does not have to be returned to
the normal state immediately. Thus, the MFP 10 may reduce
the number of times the main system 20 that is in the
energy-saving state is returned to the normal state and
maintain the energy-saving state for a long time to enhance
energy-saving performance.

Furthermore, while the main system 20 is in the energy-
saving state, if a main dedicated specific packet has been
stored in the intermediate buffer 17 for more than a specific
time period, the MFP 10 causes the subsystem 30 to return
the main system 20 that is in the energy-saving state to the
normal state and to cause the main system 20 to process the
main dedicated specific packet stored in the intermediate
buffer 17. Thus, the MFP 10 may prevent a situation in
which the main dedicated specific packet stored in the
intermediate buffer 17 has not been processed by the main
system 20 for a long period of time from occurring.

Furthermore, if the main system 20 returns to the normal
state based on an instruction from the subsystem 30, when
a process for a main dedicated packet performed by the main
system 20 ends, the main system 20 transitions to the
energy-saving state again. Thus the MFP 10 may reduce a
time period for which the main system 20 is in the normal
state and increase a time period for which the main system
20 is in the energy-saving state to enhance energy-saving
performance.

Furthermore, if the main system 20 returns to the normal
state based on an instruction from the subsystem 30, a
process for a main dedicated specific packet of processes for
main dedicated packets performed by the main system 20 is
to be performed on only a main dedicated specific packet
stored in the intermediate buffer 17 at a point in time when
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the main system 20 returns to the normal state, and if the
main system 20 is in the normal state, the subsystem 30
causes the intermediate buffer 17 to store a main dedicated
specific packet received from an external apparatus. Thus,
even if the subsystem 30 receives a main dedicated specific
packet from an external apparatus after the main system 20
returns to the normal state based on an instruction from the
subsystem 30, the MFP 10 enables the main system 20 to
transition to the energy-saving state. Hence, the MFP 10
may reduce a time period for which the main system 20 is
in the normal state and increase a time period for which the
main system 20 is in the energy-saving state to enhance
energy-saving performance.

In addition, in the embodiment, if the main system 20 is
in the energy-saving state and the subsystem 30 receives a
main dedicated packet other than a main dedicated specific
packet from an external apparatus, when the MFP 10 causes
the main system 20 having been returned to the normal state
to process the main dedicated packet, the MFP 10 passes the
main dedicated packet from the subsystem 30 to the main
system 20 via the intermediate buffer 17. However, the MFP
10 may pass the main dedicated packet from the subsystem
30 directly to the main system 20 without involving the
intermediate buffer 17.

Furthermore, in the embodiment, as examples of a com-
munication protocol that the main system 20 can generate a
response packet of, the ARP and the SNMP have been
described. The main system 20 may be capable of generating
a response packet of another communication protocol, or
does not have to be capable of generating a response packet
of the ARP or the SNMP, or response packets of both of
them.

Furthermore, the electronic device of the present disclo-
sure is an MFP in the embodiment, or alternatively, may be
an image forming apparatus, such as a printer-specific
machine, other than the MFP, or an electronic device other
than the image forming apparatus.

It should be understood that various changes and modi-
fications to the embodiments described herein will be appar-
ent to those skilled in the art. Such changes and modifica-
tions can be made without departing from the spirit and
scope of the present subject matter and without diminishing
its intended advantages. It is therefore intended that such
changes and modifications be covered by the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:
1. An electronic device comprising:
a main system that operates in (i) a normal state or (ii) an
energy saving state, wherein energy consumed by the
electronic device in the energy-saving state is less than
energy consumed by the electronic device in the normal
state;
a data retaining unit that stores data;
a network communication unit that communicates with an
external apparatus; and
a subsystem that:
receives, via the network communication unit, a packet
from an external apparatus;

provides the received packet to the main system to
process the received packet;

receives a response packet generated by the main
system as a result of processing the received packet;

upon receiving the response packet, transmits the
response packet to the external apparatus via the
network communication unit;
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determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to main dedicated data, wherein the
main dedicated data is required to be processed by
the main system;

based on determining that the transmitted response
packet does not correspond to the main dedicated
data, stores response generation information associ-
ated with the transmitted response packet in the data
retaining unit, wherein the response generation infor-
mation is used for generating the response packet to
the received packet;

determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to a command to transition the main
system from the normal state to the energy saving
state, wherein the command is input from the main
system to the subsystem; and

based on determining that the transmitted response
packet corresponds to the command to transition the
main system from the normal state to the energy
saving state, transitions the main system from the
normal state to the energy saving state,
wherein while the main system is in the energy saving
state, if the subsystem receives a response packet that
corresponds to main dedicated specific data that is a
specific type of main dedicated data, the subsystem
stores the main dedicated specific data in the data
retaining unit.
2. An electronic device comprising:
a main system that operates in (i) a normal state or (ii) an
energy saving state, wherein energy consumed by the
electronic device in the energy-saving state is less than
energy consumed by the electronic device in the normal
state;
a data retaining unit that stores data;
a network communication unit that communicates with an
external apparatus; and
a subsystem that:
receives, via the network communication unit, a packet
from an external apparatus;

provides the received packet to the main system to
process the received packet;

receives a response packet generated by the main
system as a result of processing the received packet;

upon receiving the response packet, transmits the
response packet to the external apparatus via the
network communication unit;

determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to main dedicated data, wherein the
main dedicated data is required to be processed by
the main system;

based on determining that the transmitted response
packet does not correspond to the main dedicated
data, stores response generation information associ-
ated with the transmitted response packet in the data
retaining unit, wherein the response generation infor-
mation is used for generating the response packet to
the received packet;

determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to a command to transition the main
system from the normal state to the energy saving
state, wherein the command is input from the main
system to the subsystem; and

based on determining that the transmitted response
packet corresponds to the command to transition the
main system from the normal state to the energy
saving state, transitions the main system from the
normal state to the energy saving state, wherein:
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while the main system is in the energy saving state, if
the subsystem receives a response packet that does
not correspond to main dedicated specific data that is
a specific type of main dedicated data,

the subsystem transitions the main system from the
energy saving state to the normal state, and

the subsystem causes the main system to process the
main dedicated specific data stored in the data retain-
ing unit.
3. An electronic device comprising:
a main system that operates in (i) a normal state or (ii) an
energy saving state, wherein energy consumed by the
electronic device in the energy-saving state is less than
energy consumed by the electronic device in the normal
state;
a data retaining unit that stores data;
a network communication unit that communicates with an
external apparatus; and
a subsystem that:
receives, via the network communication unit, a packet
from an external apparatus;

provides the received packet to the main system to
process the received packet;

receives a response packet generated by the main
system as a result of processing the received packet;

upon receiving the response packet, transmits the
response packet to the external apparatus via the
network communication unit;

determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to main dedicated data, wherein the
main dedicated data is required to be processed by
the main system;

based on determining that the transmitted response
packet does not correspond to the main dedicated
data, stores response generation information associ-
ated with the transmitted response packet in the data
retaining unit, wherein the response generation infor-
mation is used for generating the response packet to
the received packet;

determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to a command to transition the main
system from the normal state to the energy saving
state, wherein the command is input from the main
system to the subsystem; and

based on determining that the transmitted response
packet corresponds to the command to transition the
main system from the normal state to the energy
saving state, transitions the main system from the
normal state to the energy saving state,

wherein while the main system is in the energy saving
state, if the main dedicated specific data has been stored
in the data retaining unit for more than a specific time
period, the subsystem transitions the main system from
the energy saving state to the normal state.

4. An electronic device comprising:

a main system that operates in (i) a normal state or (ii) an
energy saving state, wherein energy consumed by the
electronic device in the energy-saving state is less than
energy consumed by the electronic device in the normal
state;

a data retaining unit that stores data;

a network communication unit that communicates with an
external apparatus; and

a subsystem that:
receives, via the network communication unit, a packet

from an external apparatus;
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provides the received packet to the main system to
process the received packet;

receives a response packet generated by the main
system as a result of processing the received packet;

upon receiving the response packet, transmits the
response packet to the external apparatus via the
network communication unit;

determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to main dedicated data, wherein the
main dedicated data is required to be processed by
the main system;

based on determining that the transmitted response
packet does not correspond to the main dedicated
data, stores response generation information associ-
ated with the transmitted response packet in the data
retaining unit, wherein the response generation infor-
mation is used for generating the response packet to
the received packet;

determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to a command to transition the main
system from the normal state to the energy saving
state, wherein the command is input from the main
system to the subsystem; and

based on determining that the transmitted response
packet corresponds to the command to transition the
main system from the normal state to the energy
saving state, transitions the main system from the
normal state to the energy saving state,

wherein the subsystem after a predetermined length of
time, performs a self-refresh process, and wherein the
self-refresh process comprises:
migrating data stored in the control unit to a storage

unit of the main system; and
transitioning the main system from the normal state to
the energy saving state.

5. An electronic device comprising:

a main system that operates in (i) a normal state or (ii) an
energy saving state, wherein energy consumed by the
electronic device in the energy-saving state is less than
energy consumed by the electronic device in the normal
state;
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a data retaining unit that stores data;
a network communication unit that communicates with an
external apparatus; and
a subsystem that:
receives, via the network communication unit, a packet
from an external apparatus;
provides the received packet to the main system to
process the received packet;
receives a response packet generated by the main
system as a result of processing the received packet;
upon receiving the response packet, transmits the
response packet to the external apparatus via the
network communication unit;
determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to main dedicated data, wherein the
main dedicated data is required to be processed by
the main system;
based on determining that the transmitted response
packet does not correspond to the main dedicated
data, stores response generation information associ-
ated with the transmitted response packet in the data
retaining unit, wherein the response generation infor-
mation is used for generating the response packet to
the received packet;
determines whether the transmitted response packet
corresponds to a command to transition the main
system from the normal state to the energy saving
state, wherein the command is input from the main
system to the subsystem; and
based on determining that the transmitted response
packet corresponds to the command to transition the
main system from the normal state to the energy
saving state, transitions the main system from the
normal state to the energy saving state,
wherein transitioning from the normal mode to the energy
saving mode includes causing a power supply of the
main system to stop powering a control unit of the main
system and a storage unit of the main system.
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